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preface. 
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,  L  (  i 

A  ^ 

BY  THE 


T  -H  A  N  S  L  A  T  O  R, 


I  H  I  NG  has  retarded  improve¬ 
ment  in  medicine  more,  than  the  philo¬ 
sophical  jargon  fo  indiscriminately  made 
uSe  oS  in  reaSoning  about  occult  cauSes; 
and  in  drawing  vague  and  general  con- 

a  ^'iu/ionSj 


(  ii  ) 

0 

clufions,  from  a  few  fadts  of  very  doubt¬ 
ful  authority. 

Dr.  Stork ,  who  has  enriched  phylic 
with  fo  many  important  difcoveries,  is 
well  aware  how  necelfary  experience 
and  obfervation  are,  to  promote  any 
folid  improvements  in  medicine,  and 
has  therefore  followed  the  footfteps  of 
Hippocrates  and  Sydenham,  by  firft  at¬ 
tending  to  the  nature  of  diieafes  and 
effects  of  medicines,  and  only  after¬ 
wards  with  great  caution,  drawing  fuch 
corrollaries  as  the  fadts  evidently  lead 
to  *.  Repertis  deinde  medicine  remidiis, 
homines  de  rationibus  eorum  difjerere  cce- 
piJJ'e ,  nec  pojl  rationem  medicinam  cjfc  in¬ 
vent  a?n  fed  pofi  invent  am  medicinam  rati¬ 
onem  ejfe  quafitam . 

Vienna  has  now  become  a  fafhionable 
fchool  for  phyfic,  which  is  owing  en- 

*  Celf,  pref.  lib.  i. 

tirely 


(  iii  ) 

Urely  to  the  manner  Dr.  Stork,  and 
other  phyficians  of  the  hofpital,  condud: 
their  pradice,  and  the  great  attention 
they  pay  to  the  effefts  of  fuch  medicines 
as  their  €wn  country  affords. 

The  importance  and  Value  of  the  dif- 
covery  of  a  medicine,  a  native  of  our  own 
country,  and  which  cures  the  moil;  obfti- 
nate  and  hazardous  difeafe  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  and  that  too  in  its  lait 
ftage,when  other  remedies  have  failed,  is 
a  fufficient  apology  for  my  rendering  that 
of  more  general  ufe,  by  tranilating  this 
treatife  into  a  language  that  may  be 
underftood  by  all  our  countrymen,  both 
medical  and  others.. 

The  narration  of  cures  contained  in 
this  treatife,  are  fufficient  of  themfelves 
to  fatisfy  the  moft  prejudiced  reader, 
that  this  medicine  has  many  advantages, 

a  ?  and 


(  iv  ) 

and  is  poffeffed  of  more  real  efficacy  than 
any  as  yet  known.  ’i 

*  ^  ^  r  *  • 

r;  1  \  ■)  vr.j  j  r.  . 

Upon  a  review  of  the  different  cures, 
it  appears,  that,  notwithftanding  it  was 
always  prefcribed  in  the  moft  defperate 
cafes,  after  other  very  probable  and  ge¬ 
nerally  efficacious  remedies  were  tried 
to  no  purpofe,  it  never  failed  of  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  cure,  and  that  by  the  moft 
gentle,  and,  by  all  allowed,  the  moft 
eligible  operation  of  any;  I  mean  an 
increafe  of  urine. 

•  *  •  »  r 

t  •  *  '  -*  .  * 

/The  antients  considered  the  effence 

»  L  •  ’  1  ;  "  *  >  '  i 

of  this  difeafe,  to  confift  in  a  paucity  of 
urine;  and  Arctceus  obferves,  the  moft 
effectual  way  of  curing  it,  is  by  encreaf- 
ing  this  evacuation*.  Sydenham who 

*-  ’W  A. 

*  Si  plus  humoris  excernitur  quam  cjjumitury  ha 
demum  fecund#  valitudinis  fpcs  ejl.  Celf.  lib.  iii. 
cap.  21. 

*  Opcr.  cmnia.  tract .  (h  hsdropc.  p.465.  edit.  Lond. 

pre- 


(  V  ,) 

prefcribed  violent  purgatives  and  erne- 

eife  7  T'  fr“d°m  tha"  "V  tody 

'  far».  that,  m  perfons  much  weak- 
ened  by  the  di/eafe  tU  eaK 

.  /  lieaie’  the  evacuation  bv 

Vnne  15  Preferable  to  any  other.  '  7 

It  is  allowed  by  all  phyficians,  that 

z  mr,y  d,Ycl,a«' is  to 

any  other,  and  that  it  may  be  promoted 

kmT  d*ki!iminS  or  railing  fuchvio- 

lent  commotions  in  the  body,  as  that 
by  ftool  or  vomit.  ' 

J  \  J 

4 

*  «■  -.1  L.  i  ^ 

a.,T^e  dr°f)1^  1S  a  difeafe  that  generally 
acks  people  of  weak  and  lax  fibres 

and  whofe  body  has  been  weakened  by 

preceedm g  dileafes  :  the  effedt  of  fuch  I 

xity  is  a  depofition  of  a  watery  fluid 

‘7°  the  cehular  membrane,  and  dl  the 
other  cavities  of  the  body.  Topical 
omplarnts,  fuch  as  fcirhoflty  of  the 
liver  and  other  vifcera,  may  give  rife 
(C  but  the  caufe  is  generally  very  uni- 
^  verfal. 


/ 
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verfal,  and  requires  both  the  afliftance 
of  diuretic  and  tonic  medicines  to  re^ 
move  it  effedtuajly. 

v  1  XI'  -  .*  J  ■  »  *  t  •  "» 

When  this  ferum  or  watery  fluid  is 

depofited,  fo  as  to  ftagnate  in  thefe  ca¬ 
vities,  it  -is  very  apt  to  become  putrid ; 
and,  therefore,  fuch  medicines  as  refift 

putrefadtioji  muft  be  made  ufe  of. 

•  ►  * 

Great  thirfl  and  coftivenefs  are  like- 

*  •  *  >  (  *.■  f  '  y 

wife  common  complaints  in  this  difeafe. 
The  firft,  which  is  owing  to  the  want 
of  fluid  in  the  mafs  of  blood,  muft  be 
obviated,  not  by  large  quantities  of  wa¬ 
tery  fluid,  which  is  known  to  increafe 
the  difeafe  *,  but  by  feme  medicine 
that  operates  fpecifically,  and  in  fmall 

Coftivenefs  muft  be  prevented  by 
gentle  laxatives,  not  by  violent  purga- 

*  plus  funt  pota>  plus  fitluntuY^  aqua* 

tives* 


quantity 
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(  vii  ) 

tives,  which  increafe  the  weaknefs  al- 
ready  fo  great  by  the  difeafe. 

That  the  oxymel  colcbici  is  a  powerful 

diuretic  we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  * 

for  in  every  cure  it  performed  it  directed 

its  operation  by  urine ;  and  by  giving 

vigour  and  appetite  to  the  patient,  it 

feems  to  enjoy  a  tonic  and  redorative 

virtue,  fo  much  wanted  in  this  dif- 
eafe. 

*  f  ' ' 

-  l£  has  an  advantage  over  alkaline  falts 
as  a  diuretic,  that  it  is  taken  with  a  lefs 
quantity  of  fluid,  and  indead  of  increaf- 
mg  third,  as  they  do,  it  never  fails  of 
removing  it  j  and  from  experience  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  it  obviates  codivenefs  very 
gently. 

Squills  have  been  juftly  recommended 
as  powerful  diuretics ;  but  it  is  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  manage  their  operation  pro¬ 
perly. 


(  viii  ) 

jperly,  and  prevent  their  either  vomiting 
or  purging  the  patient. 

*  Dr.  Rujfel  obferves,  that  they  are 
diuretic  only  when  they  produce  a  fick- 
nefs  at  the  ftomach,  without  either  vo¬ 
miting  or  purging  the  patient.  Befides, 
it  appears  from  cafes  2d,  4th,  and  9th, 
that  the  oxymel  affedted  a  cure  after  the 
fquills  had  failed  to  give  relief. 

* 

The  oxymel  muft  likewife  refift  putre- 
fadtion  very  powerfully,  not  only  from 
the  nature  of  the  root  itfelf,  but  alfo 
from  the  other  ingredients  that  enter 
into  its  competition. 

The  operation  for  the  paracentefis  in 
the  afcites,  or  dropfy  of  the  belly,  can 
never  do  more  than  palliate  the  difeafe, 
without  removing  the  caufe  5  and  both 


*  Ruff'd  de  Tabs  Ghndue.  p.  68, 


Petit 
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(  «  ) 

*  and  "j~  La  Mette  condemn  it, 

when  water  is  colleded  either  in  the 
head  or  breaft.  +  Sydenham  confident 
the  external  application  of  blifters  as 
hazardous  ;  and  although  pundtures  are 
frequently  made  in  the  lower  extremities 
to  relieve  urgent  fymptoms,  yet  their 
cure  is  often  difficult,  and  the  danger  of 

a  II  gangrene  fupervening  is  very  con- 
fiderable. 

We  mull  therefore  have  recourfe  to  in¬ 
ternal  remedies,  and  the  fame  method  of 

I 

cure  is  applicable  in  whatever  cavity  the 
water  is  collected ;  for  before  it  can  be 
evacuated,  either  from  the  belly  or 
other  parts,  it  mid  firft  be  abfbrbed 
into  the  mafs  of  blood,  and  dilcharged 

*  Acad,  de  Sciences  Fan  1718.  p.  1Z2, 
f  Traite  compl.  de  chirurg.  Tom.  ii.  p.  jg q, 

X  Trafiat  de  bydrop.  p.  47c.  edit,  LoncL 
ji  V  ide  Loc .  fup r a  citat. 


by 


b 


(  X  ) 

by  fome  excretory  veffel ;  that  the  kid¬ 
neys  afford  the  moft  convenient  outlet, 

we  have  already  fhewn. 

/ 

From  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  the 
cough  without  expectoration,  and  the 
anafarcous  fwellings,  in  fome  of  Dr. 
Stork’s  patients,  it  would  appear  that 
water  was  collected  in  the  breaft,  and 
notwithflanding  its  being  generally 
reckoned  an  incurable  difeafe,  has  given 
way  to  this  medicine  ;  nor  is  it*  impro¬ 
bable  that  it  would  frequently  afford 
relief  in  phthyfical  cafes. 

It  ought  therefore,  to  be  ufed  in  every 
fpecies  of  dropfy ;  and  as  the  white 
fwelling  of  the  knee  is  owing  to  a  col¬ 
lection  of  lymphatic  fluid  in  that  joint, 
it  may  be  very  properly  employ’d  in 
fuch  a  cafe. 

/ 

I  have 


(  xi  ) 

I  have  fubjoined  to  this  treatife,:  an 
account  of  a  difeafe  that  has  been  very 
feldom  taken  notice  of  by  medical  au¬ 
thors,  although  very  frequent  and  ge¬ 
nerally  fatal  in  this  country,  I  mean  the 
oydroccphahis ;  I  have  been  furnithed 
with  obfervations  from  a  late  very  emi- 
nent  phyfician  for  this  purpofe,  and  my 
own  pradice  has  alfo  given  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  the  difeafe. 

If  the  colchicum  ffiall  be  found  to  have 

oqual  effects  in  this  fpecies  of  droply,  as 

m  any  other,  I  will  venture  to  fay  'that 

a  knowledge  of  it  is  as  confiderable  an 

acquifition  to  phyfic,  as  that  of  the 

bark,  mercury,  orfuch  other  efficacious 
medicines. 

•  '  '•  '  i  r 

As  I  fnd  that  fome  mifiakes  have 
been  made  in  this  country,  in  ufing  a 
iirndar  plant  for  the  colchicum  itfelf;  and 
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as 


.  (  *ii  ) 

'as  I  am  now  employed  in  making  a  va¬ 
riety  of  experiments  upon  this  fubjedt, 
-which  will  foon  be  laid  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  I  have  procured  a  quantity  of  the 
‘individual  fpecies,  (Dr.  Stork  ufes)  from 
its  native  foil,  and  in  its  proper  feafon, 
with  confiderable  trouble,  and  at  no 
fmall  expence. 

~  c%  { '  I  *  i  r r*  "  -  •  "  f* 

From  no  mercenary  views,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  apothecaries,  and  fuch 
others  as  may  choofe  to  ufe  it,  I  have 
prepared  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the 

medicine  itfelf,  agreeable  to  Dr.  Stork' s 

»  . 

direction ;  and  appointed  it  to  be  fold, 
along  with  this  treatife,  at  Mr.  Payne  s, 
at  the  Feathers  in  Pater-noJicr-Row,  and 
Mr.  Durham's ,  Stationer,  at  Charing - 
Profs,  in  Bottles  at  Two  Shillings  and 
.  Six-pence  each, 

*  ■—  •  j  i  j 

P  •  •  *  -  *  -  •  •«  x  %  •  *  .  ,  ,  ,  T 

+  +  it.*  ,  ^  i.  4  »  <  , 

A  N  A  R  - 
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A 

narrati ve 

O  F 

the  cures 

performed  by 

The  Root  of  the  Meadow-Saffron, 

IN  DROPSIES,  &c. 


CASE  I. 

A  Man,  aged  twenty-feven,  laboured 
under  an  intermittent  fever  for  feveral 
months  ;  a  variety  of  medicines  were 
Prescribed  for  him  by  phyficians,  as  well 
as  by  furgeons,  and  the  fever  in  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  feemed  to  abate  for  a 
few  days,  but  always  returned  again 
with  greater  violence. 

B  Being 


(  2  ) 

Being  now  fo  tired  with  the  great  va¬ 
riety  of  medicines  that  were  employed 
to  *  fo  little  purpofe,  he  at  laft  had  re- 
courfe  to  a  powder  which  was  offered 
him  by  an  old  woman,  the  compofition 
of  which  he  was  altogether  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with. 

The  fever  by  thefe  means  was  en¬ 
tirely  flopped,  but  his  ftrength  was 
daily  impaired ;  his  appetite  gone  ;  his 
complexion  pale  and  ghaftly;  his  hypo¬ 
chondria  became  tenfe;  his  urine  flowed 
in  fmall  quantity,  and  felt  hot;  he  had 
frequent  mucous  ftools,  with  confider- 
able  tenefmus. 

In  about  four  weeks  his  belly  began 
to  fwell,  his  legs  and  arms  became 
cedematousy  and  yielded  much  to  the  im- 
preflion  of  the  finger. 

In  this  miferable  fituation  he  alked 
my  advice. 

On  the  firft  day  I  ordered  him  to 
take  one  dram  of  rhubarb,  which  purg¬ 
ed  him  eight  times ;  the  tenfion  of  his. 
belly  was  fomewhat  diminifhed,  and 
next  day  his  digeftion  was  much  better; 

I  then 


V 
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•  * 

I  then  gave  him  the  following  con - 
ferve. 

Pulv.  Rad.  enul.  Campan.  dr.  fs. 
terr.  Foliat.  tartar  dr.  i.  fs.  Con- 
ferv.  Nafturt.  Aq.  Unc.  ij.  fs. 
Oxymel,  Scillitic  Unc.  j.  Spirit 
Nitr.  dulc.  gtt.  LX. 

S.  A  tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  every 
three  hours. 

In  the  fpace  of  three  days  the  tenlion 
of  his  belly  was  entirely  gone,  his  ap¬ 
petite  became  gradually  better,  and  he 
dept  more  calmly  in  the  night-time. 

During  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  he  be¬ 
came  cofiive,  his  urine  continued  to  flow 
but  in  fmall  quantity,  and  he  had  fome 
fymptoms  of  ftrangury  :  upon  the  fixth 
day  I  repeated  his  former  dofe  of  rhu¬ 
barb,  which  relieved  him  greatly;  his 
appetite  mended,  and  his  ftrength  daily 
encreafed. 

I  continued  the  ufe  of  his  con  ferve 
for  eight  days  longer,  the  colour  of  his 
face  became  more  natural,  his  belly 

B  2  much 


y 
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much  fofter,  his  appetite  very  good  ; 
but  his  urine  was  ftill  in  very  fmall 
quantity,  his  belly  bound,  and  his  ex¬ 
tremities  as  cede?natous  as  formerly. 

I  therefore  thought  of  trying  the 
oxymel  of  colchicum ,  after  repeating  an¬ 
other  dofe  of  the  rhubarb,  which,  by 
giving  him  fix  ftools,  afforded  confider- 
able  relief. 

I  ordered  him  to  take  one  tea-fpoon- 
ful  of  the  oxymel,  morning  and  even¬ 
ing,  in  a  cup  of  the  infufion  of  elder 
flowers. 

On  the  firft  day  he  was  much  diftref- 
fed  with  tenefmus ,  and  frequent  inclina¬ 
tion  to  go  to  ftool ;  his  urine  was  ftill 
in  fmall  quantity,  and  high  coloured, 
occafioning  pains  in  the  urethra  as  it 
paired  along. 

On  the  feccnd  day  his  urine  was  dif- 
charged  in  greater  quantity,  and  of  a 
darkifh  colour ;  the  pains  ceafed,  and 
he  had  two  ftools  which  were  both  bi¬ 
lious  and  fcetid,  and  contained  a  quantity 
of  glutinous  matter. 
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*■  s 

On  the  third  day  I  gave  him  three 
tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  oxymel  in  the 
fame  infufion j  he  patfed  three  pints  of 
urine  of  different  colours  j  he  frequent- 

y  felt  a  defire  to  go  to  ftool,  attended 
however  with  tenefmus. 

On  the  fourth  day  I  continued  the 
lame  dofe  ;  his  urine  continued  to  flow 
very  copioufly,  his  appetite  good,  his 
ftrength  much  greater,  and  his  limbs 
admitted  of  a  much  freer  motion 

On  the  fifth  day  I  repeated  a  tea- 
fpoonful  of  the  oxymel  four  times. 

He  difcharged  two  bilious  ftools,  and 

Pa  e  y  ur*ne  a  large  quantity  of  a 
pale  inodorous  fluid.  The  fwellings  of 
-m  arms  and  legs  greatly  diminiihed,  he 
fei  t  himfelf  in  perfed  health,  had  no 

tninr,  and  his  appetite  was  extremely 
good.  } 


In  the  fpace  of  nine  days  the  fwel- 
mg  of  his  legs  and  arms  entirely  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  his  belly  was  reduced  to 
its  natural  fize;  but,  having  no  ftool 

for  three  days,  I  repeated  his  former 
uofe  of  rhubarb. 


I  now 
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l  now  ordered  him  to  rub  his  whole 
body  with  dry  linnen  cloaths,  impreg¬ 
nated  with  the  fumes  of  amber,  twice 
a  day ;  and,  by  this  means,  he  was  per¬ 
fectly  cured. 

He  recovered  entirely  his  ftrength 
and  appetite,  he  flept  well  in  the  night¬ 
time,  nor  was  any  remains  of  his  fever 
to  be  obferved. 


CASE 


%  - 

v 
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CASE  II. 

A  Woman,  fixty-two  years  of  age, 
having  been  afflided  for  four  months 
with  a  mod  inveterate  dropfy  of  the 
belly  and  other  parts,  was  admitted  into 
our  hofpital  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
Odober  1762,  that  Ihe  might  there  fi¬ 
nish  the  fmall  remainder  of  her  life. 

Her  breathing  was  much  oppreffed, 
her  pulfe  unequal,  and  even  intermit¬ 
ting ;  her  cough  violent,  and  aimed 
continued ;  and  fhe  heard  the  noife  of 
matter  moving  in  her  lungs ;  fhe  could 
not  poflibly  lie  in  bed,  but  was  obliged 
to  lit  in  an  ered  podure. 

She  received  no  benefit  from  the  bed 
expedorating  and  diuretic  medicines  ; 
nor  did  laxatives  afford  her  any  re¬ 
lief. 

Squills,  both  in  the  form  of  oxymel 
and  given  along  with  wine,  were  at  lad 
for  many  days  tried  to  no  purpofe. 

Dr.  Collin  and  I,  therefore,  agreed  to 
try  the  oxymel  colchici. 


We 
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*  \  • 

We  immediately  ordered  a  tea- 
fpoonful  to  be  taken  four  times  on 
the  firft  day,  in  fome  pedtoral  infu- 
fion. 

On  the  fame  day  her  fpitting  en- 
creafed,  was  fomewhat  tenacious,  and 
of  a'  greenifh  colour:  fhe  difcharg- 
ed  urine  in  great  quantity,  and  with¬ 
out  any  heat  or  pain. 

On  the  day  following  fhe  felt  herfelf 
much  better,  her  expectoration  conti¬ 
nued  eafier,  her  urine  flowed  in  confi- 
derable  quantity,  and  fhe  had  two  na¬ 
tural  ftools. 

On  the  third  day  the  fame  appear¬ 
ances  were  obferved. 

On  the  fourth  day  we  gave  her  two 
tea-fpoonfuls  four  times,  and  this  dofe 
was  fufficient  to  remove  the  difeafe. 

•  Such  a  quantity  of  water  was  dif- 
charged  by  the  urinary  paflages,  that, 
on  the  twelfth  day,  the  fwelling  of  her 
belly,  and  of  the  other  parts,  was  en¬ 
tirely  gone. ' 

Her  breathing  became  much  eafier, 
her  pulfe  aim  oft  natural,  fhe  could  lie 

,  in 
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In  any  fituation*  and  relied  well  in  the 
night-time. 

We  continued  the  ufe  of  the  oxymel, 
but  in  fmaller  dofes,  only  giving  her 
one  tea-fpoonful  four  times  a  day. 

Her  cough  became  daily  lefs  trouble- 
fome,  her  fpitting  was  much  diminilh- 
ed,  her  flrength  encreafed,  and  her  ap¬ 
petite  was  conliderable. 

After  the  third  week  the  got  out  of 
bed,  walked  about,  and  in  a  few  days 
after  Ihe  was  perfectly  cured. 

Dr.  Collin  and  I  were  extremely  well 
pleafed  with  this  cure,  and  entirely  fa- 
tisfyed  with  regard  to  the  effedts  6f  the 
colchicum  :  the  other  phyficians,  who 
attended  the  hofpital,  were  aftonilhed 
with  a  recovery  fo  unexpected  ■,  but 
what  pleafes  us  molt  of  all,  is,  that  the 
illultrious  Van  Sweton  was  prefent  du¬ 
ring  the  cure  :  he  faw  the  patient  while 
in  the  word:  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  and 
afterwards  when  the  was  entirely 
cured. 

We 
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We  kept  her  in  the  hofpital  for  three 
months,  though  quite  well,  that  we 
might  perceive  if  any  bad  effefts  arofe 
from  the  ufe  of  the  colchicum,  af¬ 

ter  the  cure  of  the  dropfy  was  com-* 
pleated. 

However,  fhe  remained  perfectly 

well,  was  able  to  perform  her  ordi¬ 
nary  labour,  eat  and  flept  well,  her 

ftools  eafy,  and  her  urine  natural.  She 
was  now  difmiffed  cured. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

A  Man,  in  his  fifty-fixth  year,  came 
to  our  hofpital,  labouring  under  a  drop- 
fy  of  many  months  Handing. 

Every  medicine  was  employed  that  the 
art  fuggefted  in  fimilar  cafes,  but  none 
afforded  any  relief ;  his  belly  continued 
to  encreafe  in  fize,  his  thighs  and  legs 
were  much  fwelled,  and  his  appetite 
entirely  deftroyed. 

Thefe  fymptoms  obliged  us  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  oxymel  colcbici. 

A  tea-fpoonful  was  given  four  times 
a  day,  in  a  cup  of  the  infufion  of 
ground-ivy ;  and  this  dofe  was  conti¬ 
nued  for  four  days. 

During  this  time,  we  obferved  his 
urine  encreaied  in  larger  quantity  than 
ufual. 

On  the  fifth  day  he  took  two  tea- 
fpoonful  s,  four  times  a  day. 

He  then  pafled  more  than  twelve 
pounds  of  urine  in  a  day,  it  was  of 
different  colours,  it  had  for  the  mofl 

C  2  part 
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part  a  mucous  Jloculent  fediment,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  an  oily  pellicle  of  va¬ 
riegated  colours  appeared  upon  the  fur- 
face. 

In  the  fpace  of  fix  days  his  belly  was 
much  fofter,  and  greatly  diminifhed  in 
fize.  His  thighs  and  legs  were  alfo  ob- 
ferved  to  be  lefs  tenfe. 

His  urine  continued  to  run  off  in 
very  large  quantities,  and  his  medicine 
operated  fo  well,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
five  weeks,  every  remains  of  fwelling 
was  gone,  his  appetite  returned,  he 
flept  well,  and  had  a  natural  ftool 
once  a  day. 


C  A  S  E 


IV. 


CASE 


A  Man,  aged  fifty,  much  addidled  to 
drinking,  and  whofe  ftrength  and  looks 
were  much  impaired  for  many  months, 
at  laft  was  attacked  with  a  fwelling 
of  his  belly.  Diuretic  and  purgative 
medicines  of  different  kinds  were  em¬ 
ployed,  without  any  advantage :  his 
ftrength  feemed  greatly  diminifhed 
under  their  ufe,  and  the  fize  of  his 
belly  much  encreafed. 

Wine  of  fquills,  which  has  generally 
confiderable  efficacy,  was  ufed  in  this 
cafe  to  no  purpofe. 

We  had  then  recourfe  to  the  oxymel 
colcbici 5  and  a  tea-lpoonful  was  at  firfi: 
given,  four  times  a  day. 

This  dofe  hardly  produced  any  effedt; 
and,  on  the  third  day,  we  prefcribed 
two  tea-fpoonfuls,  to  be  taken  four 
times  a  day ;  by  which  fuch  a  quantity 
of  urine  was  difcharged,  that,  in  the 
(pace  of  eleven  days,  all  the  water  was 
evacuated,  and  no  veftige  of  dropfy  re¬ 
mained.  CASE 
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CASE  V. 


A  Woman,  thirty  years  of  age,  was 
affiidted  with  an  ague  for  nine  months, 
whofe  fits  returned  every  other  day ; 
which,  however,  being  at  lad  cured, 
was  fucceeded  by  a  dropfy. 

A  great  many  phylicians  were  con- 
fulted,  and,  notwithstanding  many  me¬ 
dicines  were  employed,  the  difeafe  be¬ 
came  daily  worfe,  and  She  was  fo  weak 
as  not  to  be  able  to  Stir  out  of  bed. 

She  was  therefore  carried  to  our  hof- 
pital. 

She  complained  of  a  violent  third; 
her  pulfe  was  very  quick,  and  fome- 
what  hard ;  her  belly  tenfe,  and  fo 
much  enlarged  as  to  render  her  breath¬ 
ing  frequent  and  difficult. 

On  account  of  the  hardnefs,  quick- 
nefs  of  the  pulfe,  and  a  great  third, 
antiphlogiitic  and  diluting  medicines 
were  indicated. 

On  the  firft  day  I  therefore  preferr¬ 
ed  the  cooling,  nitrous  emuliion. 


On 
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On  the  fecond  day  a  tea-fpoonful  of 
the  oxymel  was  given,  four  times,  a- 
long  with  the  emulfion. 

In  four  days  the  fever  difappeared, 
the  thirft  was  entirely  gone,  and  her 
belly  began  to  feel  foft ;  nor  was  it 

longer  neceffary  to  continue  the  emul- 

iion. 

A  double  dofe  of  the  oxymel  colchki 
was  therefore  given. 

A  large  quantity  of  urine  was  dif- 
oharged,  and  in  a  few  days  the  dwel¬ 
ling  of  the  belly  fubfided  entirely  ■,  fhe 
breathed  eaiily,  her  cough  abated,  her 
fleeps  were  calm,  long,  and  refreihing. 

In  two  weeks  Ihe  recovered  her 
ftrength,  and  was  difmilTed  from  the 
hofpital  perfectly  cured. 


case 
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CASE  VI. 

A.  Woman,  aged  thirty-feven,  after 
having  laboured  under  a  jaundice  and 
dropfy  for  many  months,  and  for  which 
hie  took  a  variety  of  medicines,  came 
to  our  hofpital. 

Her  abdomen  was  very  tenfe ;  on  the 
left  hypocbondrium  a  broad,  hard,  mov¬ 
able  tumour  was  felt ;  the  region  of  the 
liver  gave  pain  to  the  touch,  and  her 
whole  body  was  of  a  blackifh  yellow 
colour. 

Her  appetite  was  bad,  fhe  had  no 
third;,  and  was  very  coftive ;  her  urine 
was  of  a  blackifh  colour,  of  a  thick  con- 

4 

fiftence,  and  in  very  fmall  quantity. 

We  endeavoured  to  refolve  the  ob- 
ftrudtions,  to  remove  coftivenefs,  and 
open  the  urinary  pafiages,  by  a  ftrong 
decodtion  of  grafs  ;  adding  to  it,  rege¬ 
nerated  tartar  and  honey  of  mercury. 

During  the  ufe  of  the  deco&ion,  fhe 
felt  great  anxiety  about  the  p?~ecordia9 
and  a  large  quantity  of  a  blackifh  co¬ 
loured 
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loured  blood  was  difcharged  by  vomit 
and  ftool :  this  brought  on  a  weaknefs* 
and  the  complained  of  great  pains  in 
her  belly. 

Demulcent  and  paregoric  medicines 
were  therefore  fubftituted,  in  place  o£ 
this  decodtion. 

On  the  day  following  fhe  difcharged 
by  ftool  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  fi- 
milar  to  the  former;  but  vomited  none* 
The  pains  of  her  belly  ftill  remained, 
and  tne  anxiety  at  her  breaft  was  much 
diminifhed.  We  thought  it  proper  to 
perfevere  ftill  in  the  ufe  of  demulcents 9 
vulnerants ,  and  mild  paregorics.  The 
burning  heat  and  pain  in  her  belly  were 
by  thefe  means  fomewhat  quieted ; 
there  was  no  farther  difcharge  of  blood; 
but  the  belly  became  fo  much  fwelled, 
and  breathing  fo  difficult,  that  a  fear  of 
fuffocation  was  frequently  brought  on. 

An  evident  fludtuation  of  water  was 
now  perceived,  and  its  evacuation  be¬ 
came  highly  neceffary. 

The  ftrong,  acrid*  and  ftimulating 
diuretics  could  not  be  fafely  given  to  a 

D  perfon 
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perfon  whofe  habit  of  body  was  bad, 
nof  could  the  more  violent  purgatives 
be  given,  for  fear  of  exciting  the  flux 
of  blood,  which  might  kill  the  pa- 
,  tient. 

4*'  No  medicine  therefore  promifed  to 
fucceed  fo  well  as  the  oxymel  colchici ,  of 
whofe  good  effedts  we  had  feen  fo  many 
proofs,  and  that  without  raifing  violent 
commotions  of  any  kind  in  the  body. 

A  tea-fpoonful  of  the  oxymel  was 
taken  four  times  on  the  firfl;  day, 
drinking  after  it  four  ounces  of  emul- 
fion,  fweetened  with  fyrup  of  poppies. 

This  emulfion  was  given  with  a  view 
to  take  off  any  irritation  that  might 
follow  the  ufe  of  the  oxymel ’. 

The  oxymel ,  in  this  cafe,  produced 
wonders  the  urine,  without  any  pain, 
flowed  in  prodigious  quantities ;  was  of 
a  darkifh  colour,  thick,  and  depofited  a 
black  tenacious  fediment. 

Nor  was  it  neceflary  to  encreafe  the 
dofe  of  the  oxymel ;  for  by  this  quantity 
the  defired  effects  were  produced,  and 
in  the  fpace  of  four  weeks  the  dropfy 

and 
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and  jaundice  difappeared,  and  fhe  per- 
fedtly  recovered  her  health. 

A  few  days  after  fhe  began  the  ufe  of 
the  oxymely  all  the  pains  of  her  belly 
ceafed,  her  flools  were  natural,  fhe 
complained  of  no  third:,  a  large  quan~ 
tity  of  urine  was  daily  difcharged,  her 
appetite  was  in  a  fhort  time  reftored, 
and  her  flrength  returned. 

Thefe  circumflances  immediately  af¬ 
forded  hopes  of  her  recovery. 

Dr.  Collin  and  I  were  well  pleafed 
with  this  cure  ;  for  a  great  deal  of  time 
had  been  bellowed,  and  a  great  variety 
of  medicines  were  prefcribed  by  fome 
eminent  profeffors,  without  affording 
her  any  relief ;  and  fhe  was  fent  to  our 
Jiofpital  as  incurable. 


D  2 


CASE 


(  ) 

»  <  %  V  ,  , 

f  ;  j  •  * 4 1 

CASE  VII. 

A  Girl,  aged  twenty,  was  for  many 
pionths  in  our  Uofpital  for  the  follow- 
ing  complaints. 

Her  belly  was  very  large  and  hard* 
her  thighs  and  leg3  were  alfo  much 
fwelled,  and  as  hard  as  a  piece  of  wood; 
fhe  could  neither  flt  nor  hand,  and  had 
Ho  power  of  moving  her  body. 

After  a  great  many  medicines  were 
tried  without  affording  any  relief,  the 
oxymel  colchici  was  given. 

Afte$*  ufing  it  for  a  fhort  time  her 
urine  began  to  flow  in  large  quantities, 
and  in  the  fpace  of  two  weeks  her  belly 
was  of  the  natural  fize  and  foftnefs,  the 
fwelling  of  her  thighs  and  legs  fubfid- 
ed  ;  fhe  got  out  of  bed,  could  move 
her  body,  and  walk  about  :  there  only 
remained  a  pungent  pain  in  the  joints 
of  her  toes,  which  however  was  greatly 
abated. 

n  There 
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There  never  was  any  fluctuation  to 
be  perceived,  nor  was  the  tumour  of 
her  thighs  and  legs  csdematous ;  they 

were  very  rigid,  an4  of  great  hard, 

pefs,  •  ■  P.v  - 
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CASE  VIII. 

v 

A  Man,  of  fixty  years  of  age  and  up¬ 
wards,  laboured  under  an  old  cough 
and  difficult  breathing ;  he  had  alfo  a 
very  fevere  ftrangury.  I  preferibed  the 
cxymcl  colchici  for  him ;  his  cough  be¬ 
came  loofer,  a  purulent  and  copious 
fpitting  followed,  and  his  breathing 
was  much  eafier*  • 

However  his  ftrangurywas  not  cured, 
although  he  took  the  oxymel  colchici  for 
fix  weeks;  it  was  venereal,  and  brought 
on  by  the  imprudent  ufe  of  injedtionsr 
of  lead,  which  put  a  flop  to  a  gonor¬ 
rhoea. 


CASE 
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CASE  IX. 

ji  •  • 

A  Woman,  aged  thirty- fix,  three 
months  ago  was  feized  with  a  violent 
cough,  and  her  breathing  became  very 
difficult.  Many  medicines  were  tried, 
which  were  inefficient  to  put  a  flop  to 
the  difeafe. 

She  was  reftlefs  in  the  night-time  $ 
fhe  could  lye  in  no  poiition ;  when  a- 
fleep  fhe  fuddenly  awaked,  almoft  fuf- 
focated  for  want  of  air. 

Her  feet,  legs,  and  thighs  began  now 
to  fwell ,  her  belly  was  very  tenfe,  and 
in  a  few  days  her  whole  body  became 
io  (edematous  that  fhe  could  not  poffibly 
move  herfelf. 

Her  eyes  feemed  buried  in  water,  nor 
could  fhe  fpeak  eafily. 

In  the  mean  time  her  cough  continu¬ 
ed  to  be  very  troublefome ;  her  breath¬ 
ing  to  be  more  difficult,  and  fhe  had  a 
fuppreffion  of  urine. 

Diuretics 


(  24  X 

Diuretics  prepared  from  fquills  and 
other  vegetables,  as  well  as  minerals, 
excited  a  defire  to  make  urine  ;  but  a 
few  drops,  attended  with  confiderable 
heat  and  pain,  were  only  difcharged. 

Purgatives  brought  away  a  large 
quantity  of  water ;  however,  the  fwel- 
ling  was  not  diminifhed,  the  oppreflion 
at  her  bread;  became  greater,  and  her 
ftrength  was  greatly  impaired.  At  lad 
I  thought  it  neceflary  that  die  fhould 
take,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  a  tea- 
fpoonful  of  the  oxymel  colchici . 

On  the  fird  day  there  was  a  more  free 
difeharge  of  urine. 

On  the  fecond  day  a  purulent  and 
foetid  fpitting  came  on,  die  breathed 
eafier,  began  to  move  her  limbs,  and 
her  urine  flowed  eafily,  without  heat  or 
pain. 

On  the  third  day  die  took  a  tea- 
fpoonful  of  the  oxymel  four  times ;  by 
this  dofe,  the  difeharge  by  expeftora^ 
tion  and  urine  was  fo  promoted,  that 
in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  days  the  fwelling 
2  .  had 
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had  entirely  fubfided,  and  the  breathed 
with  great  freedom. 

Her  appetite  now  returned,  the  had 
hardly  any  cough,  walked  out  of  bed, 
flept  well  in  the  night-time,  could  lye 
on  either  fide,  and  die  daily  recover¬ 
ed  her  ftrength. 

The  efficacy  of  this  medicine,  in  this 
cafe,  was  furprizing  ;  the  dofe  being  fo 
fmall,  while  the  effe&s  were  fo  con- 
fiderable. 
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CASE 


X. 


A  Woman,  ninety  years  of  age,  was 
brought  to  our  hofpital  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  April . 

She  was  deprived  of  all  her  fenfes, 
was  both  deaf  and  dumb,  and  had  all 
the  appearance  of  a  perfon  in  an  apo¬ 
plexy.  Her  breathing  was  attended 
with  lnoaring,  and  high  ;  her  pulfe  was 
unequal,  very  weak,  and  intermitted ; 
while  (he  coughed,  there  was  heard  a 
noife  of  matter  moving  in  her  breaft,  and 
her  whole  body  was  fwelled  to  an  im- 
menfe  fize  her  abdomen,  which  was 
full  of  water,  protruded  very  much, 
and  was  confiderably  tenfe. 

For  many  days  remedies  were  em- 
ployed,  which  moved  her  urine,  and 
recovered  her  ftrength ;  ftools  were  ob¬ 
tained  by  glyfters. 

However  the  difeafe  continued  as 
formerly  ;  hence  we  were  led  to  employ 

the  oxymeL 
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On  the  firft  day,  an  ounce  divided 
into  four  dofes  was  given. 

She  bore  this  quantity  extremely  well, 
and  the  effects  of  the  medicine  were  im¬ 
mediately  perceived. 

Her  urine  was  difcharged  in  confi- 
derable  quantity,  and  next  day  lhe  be¬ 
came  more  fenfible. 

In  a  few  days  fhe  was  able  to  anfwer 
queftions  that  were  put  to  her,  and 
could  breathe  more  freely. 

She  could  move  her  limbs  fomewhat, 
the  fwelling  of  her  belly  became  fofter, 
and  her  pulfe  equal. 

From  thefe  effedts  the  dofe  feemed 
very  proper,  nor  was  it  thought  necef- 
fary  to  increafe  it ;  for  her  urine  con¬ 
tinued  to  flow  in  confiderable  quantity. 

She  became  daily  better,  and  in  the 
fpace  of  three  weeks  was  perfectly 
cured. 

The  fwelling  difappeared,  and  her 
belly  returned  to  its  natural  fize;  fhe 
regained  her  ftrength,  her  breathing 
was  eafy,  fhe  flept  well,  and  had  an 
appetite  for  food. 

E  2 
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The  illuftrious  Van  Sweton  faw  this 
cure  performed. 

A  furprizing  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 
a  medicine  in  fo  miferable  an  old  wo¬ 
man  ! 

Her  urine  was  of  different  colours, 
and  depofited  at  the  bottom  of  the  vef~ 
led  a  quantity  of  a  glutenous  thick  fedi- 
ment  * ;  fhe  had  no  fpitting,  although 
her  bread:  feemed  full  of  matter  in  the 
beginning  of  the  difeafe. 

* 

Quer.  Was  this  matter  properly  con- 
codted  and  difcharged  by  the  urinary 
paffages  ? 


*  This  is  a  circumflance  that  deferves  attcn- 
tion  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  fuggefts  the  ufe  of  this 
medicine  in  pbthyfical  or  confumptive  cafes,  where 
a  quantity  of  pus  is  prefent  in  the  lungs,  in  oon- 
fequenceof  ulceration.  The  absorption  of  this  mat¬ 
ter  generally  occafions  hectic  fever  ;  but  if,  bv 
this  medicine,  it  could  be  expelled  by  urine,  the 
fever  might  be  prevented  altogether,  and  the  com¬ 
plaints  in  the  breafi  removed,  as  is  ftrongly  evinced 
in  this  cafe. 


Was 
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*  Was  there  a  quantity  of  ferum  dif- 
hifed  below  the  Ikull  ?  Or  were  the 
membranes  of  the  fkull  inflamed  by  a 
ferous  tumour  below,  and  which  might 
be  the  caufe  of  that  degree  of  ftupor 
and  appoplexy,  which  was  obferved  in 

this  woman  upon  her  coming  into  the 
holpital  ? 

A  great  many  more  dropfical  patients 

remain  in  the  hofpital;  all  of  them  have 

experienced  the  good  effects  of  the  exy- 

mdy  and  there  are  very  few  that  will 
not  be  cured  by  it. 

A  great  deal  of  praife  is  due  to  the 
affiduity  of  the  moft  learned  Dr.  Collin , 
that  our  experiments  are  executed  with 
fo  great  fuccefs. 

*  Although  the  hydrocephalus  is  a  difeafe  that 
for  the  moft  part  attacks  children,  yet  there  are 
inftances  on  record,  where  confiderable  hydatids 
have  been  found  in  the  fubftance  of  the  brain  i 
Lands,  de  fubit.  mart .  lib.  i.  cap.  2 . 

From  the  ftupor  attending  this  patient,  and  the 
inequality  in  her  pulfe,  it  feems  highly  probable 
that  water  was  here  collected  in  the  brain,  and,  by 

the  efficacy  of  this  medicine,  abforbed  and  dif- 
chaj-ged  by  urine. 
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From  the  above  cafes  the  following 
corrolaries  may  be  drawn, 

1.  That  the  oxymel  colcbici  is  a  medi¬ 
cine  of  the  greateft  fafety. 

2.  That  it  has  frequently  the  greateft 
efficacy  in  the  moft  defperate  cafes, 
where  other  medicines  have  been  ufed 
in  vain. 

3.  That  a  very  large  dofe  of  this  me¬ 
dicine  is  not  neceffary  to  cure  the  moft 
inveterate  difeafe ;  that  a  fmall  dofe  is 
generally  fufficient. 

4.  That  this  medicine  promotes  ex¬ 
pectoration,  moderates  the  cough,  and 
renders  breathing  free  and  eafy. 

5.  It  is  confiderably  diuretic,  nor 
does  it  excite  any  tumults  in  the  body, 
and  never  produces  any  *  tenefmus . 

6.  It  is  proper  in  every  cafe  where 
too  great  a  quantity  of  ferum  or  watery 
fluid  fhould  be  difeharged  by  urine. 


*  It  has  fo  far  the  advantage  of  many  other  diu¬ 
retics,  fuch  as  cantharides,  Sec.  which  never  fail 
of  bringing  on  ftrangury  and  a  tenefmus  urines. 


7.  It 
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7-  It  muft  therefore  be  the  molt  pro¬ 
per  medicine  of  any  for  the  dropfy. 

*  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  this 
medicine  is  infallible  ;  I  only  conclude, 
that  it  frequently  cures  thofe  difeafes* 

where  other  medicines  of  general  ufe 
have  failed. 

I  have  never  feen,  in  any  one  cafe,  bad 
effects  arile  from  this  medicine;  and  I 
have,  and  fhall  always  continue  to  em¬ 
ploy  a  great  deal  of  attention  in  ob- 
ferving  the  effects  of  medicines. 

If  I  Ihould  ever  have  the  fmalleil  rea- 
fon  either  to  fufpect  or  condemn  its 
ufe,  I  lhould  be  the  firft  perfon  to  de¬ 
clare  it  to  the  public,  and  would  take 
up  arms  in  fuch  a  caufe  againlt  myfelf. 
Can  any  one  defire  more  ? 

*  ,  ^r'  candour  cannot  fail  of  obtain¬ 

ing  the  approbation  of  everyone:  it  is  fufEcien  tly 
obvious,  in  all  his  other  works,  where  he  neverfup- 
preffes  any  circumftance  that  ihould  render  his  fa¬ 
vourite  medicine  of  doubtful  ufe  ;  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  if  he  had  ufed  the  oxymel  in  the  moft 
recent  caies  of  dropfy,  he  would  have  been  very 
ieldom  djiappointed.  1 


In 
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*  III  the  beginning,  a  tea-fpoonful 
was  given,  twice  a  day,  to  an  adult,, 
diluted  in  a  cup  of  fuch  decodtion  or  in- 
fuiion  as  was  moft  agreeable  either  to 
the  patient  or  phyfician. 

On  the  fecond  or  third  day,  a  tea- 

fpoonful  was  taken  twice,  and  at  laft 

four  times.  While  the  patient  bore 

this  dole  eafily,  and  the  delired  effects 

did  not  follow,  then  it  was  gradually 

increafed,  until  an  ounce  or  an  ounce 

and  a  half  was  taken  in  the  day. 

* 

If  an  ounce  or  an  ounce  and  a  half 
produced  no  effedts,  then  little  was  to 
be  expedted  from  this  medicine. 


*  Dr.  Stork ,  with  great  propriety,  proceeded  at 
firffc  cautioufly  in  the  life  of  a  new  medicine;  but 
fince  we  are  now  acquainted  with  its  management, 
I  think  we  ought  to  begin  by  taking,  at  lealt,  one 
tea-fpoonful  four  times  a  day;  nor  are  we  to  def- 
pair  of  its  efficacy,  if  a  much  larger  dofe  than  he 
mentions  be  neceilary. 

I  have  feen  two  ounces  taken  in  a  day,  with 
con lide rable  effiedb,  after  fmaller  doles,  had  proved 
infufficient. 
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After  the  patient  has  taken  the  oxymel 
for  fome  time  diluted,  then  it  may  be 
given  by  itfelf  without  any  vehicle. 

We  proceeded  with  great  fafety  by 
beginning  with  a  fmall  quantity,  and 
when  the  cafe  required  it,  we  could  in- 
creafe  it  at  pleafure. 

If  any  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  indi¬ 
cate  other  remedies  along  with  the  oxy¬ 
mel,  they  ought  not  to  be  negledted. 
I  have  never  obferved  any  thing  that 
either  weakened  or  difturbed  the  effects 
of  the  oxymel ;  nor  is  opium  hurtful ;  its 
life  is  even  frequently  necelfary,when  the 
patient  is  reftlefs  in  the  night-time,  or 
affected  with  fpajms,  agd  other  ijmilar 
complaints. 
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OF  THE 

HYDROCEPHALUS. 


W  H  E  N  this  difeafe  did  not  fhow 
itfelf,  by  enlarging  the  cavity  of  the 
cranium ,  and  feparating  the  bones,  it 
was  altogether  unknown  to  the  an- 
tients. 

Petit  is  the  firft  perfon  who  has  des¬ 
cribed  it  properly,  and  endeavoured  to 
aicertain  the  prefence  of  the  difeafe,  by 
a  variety  of  Symptoms  that  are  con- 
ftantly  concomitant. 

F  2  Dr, 
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Dr.  Whyte,  late  profeflor  of  phyfic  at 
Edinburgh,  has  feen  a  greater  variety  of 
cafes  in  this  difeafe  than  any  other;  and 
his  great  difcernment,  as  well  as  accu¬ 
racy  in  obfervation,  enabled  him  to 
mark  fuch  fymptoms  as  are  pathagno- 
monic  of  the  difeafe. 

I  have  myfelf  feen  feveral  cafes  in 
private  praftice,  and  by  this  means  can 
with  fome  propriety  endeavour  to  def- 
cribe  it. 

This  difeafe  may  be  divided  into 
three  ftages. 

In  the  firft,  the  pulfe  is  from  ioo  to 
140,  regular  and  not  intermitting;  nor 
does  its  ftrength  indicate  bleeding. 

The  tongue  is  white,  apthce  are  fre¬ 
quently  prefent,  and  there  are  common¬ 
ly  fiuihings  of  the  face. 

The  patient  complains  of  fevere  head- 
ach,  efpecially  above  the  eye-brows;  lofs 
of  appetite,  together  with  an  averhon  to 
light ;  he  vomits  once  a  day,  or  once  in 
two  days,  not  much  at  a  time  or  with 
much  preffing;  he  is  frequently  coftive 

with 
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with  gripes,  nor  eafily  moved  by  purga* 
tives  ;  he  has  likewife  a  kind  of  fquint- 
ing,  rubs  his  eyes,  and,  as  if  afflidted 
with  worms,  grinds  his  teeth,  and 
fcratches  his  nofe  *.  • 

In  the  fecond  ftage,  the  pulfe,  from 
being  very  quick,  becomes  as  flow  or 
flower  than  natural ;  it  is  alio  irregu¬ 
lar  f.  The  fkin  is  at  the  fame  time 
very  hot ;  moft  of  the  former  fymptoms 
continue ;  they  moan  much,  and  can¬ 
not  tell  of  what  they  complain ;  fleep 
little,  and  are  much  frightened  ;  fome- 
tinies  they  fee  objedls  double,  and  pafs 
a  worm  or  two,  or  what  is  like  the 
fragments  of  worms,  but  with  no  re¬ 
lief;  they  breathe  heavily,  their  breath 

*  %s,  that  this  difeafc  frequently  follows 

teething  in  children;  that  they  are  in  the  beginning 
of  the  difeafe  often  feized  with  convulfions;  and 
that  they  are  generally  either  too  coffive  or  too 

ioofe  in  their  helly.  Acad,  des  Sciences  F an  iyi8, 
mem.  p.  121. 

f  Thefe  fymptoms  generally  happen  about  four¬ 
teen  or  twenty  days  before  death. 
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% 

is  ill  finelled,  and  what  they  themfelves 
call  fickilh  ;  urine  is  various  in  all 
ftages  of  the  difeafe ;  they  frequently 
grow  delirious,  and  fometimes  cry  out 
in  a  wild  manner. 

The  third  ftage  commences  when  the 
£>ulfe,  from  being  flow  or  flower  than 
natural*  becomes  of  a  feverifh  quick- 
nefs  *  fometimes  it  rifes  flowly  and 
gradually,  fometimes  very  quickly -f*; 

The  patient  turns  heavy  and  coma- 
tofe,  and  frequently  lifts  his  hand  to  his 
head  || :  one  eyelid  becomes  frequently 
paralytic  J  and  falls  down,  and  in  a  day 
or  two  the  other  likewife.  The  pupil 

is  much  dilated,  and  lofes  its  contrac-* 

—  *  - 

*  This  happens  eight  or  ten  days  before  death. 

f  Dr.  IVhyte  has  obferved  the  pulfe  240  immedi¬ 
ately  before  death. 

||  Petit  obferves,  that  they  cannot  fupport  their 
heads  in  an  ere£l  pofition;  that  their  memory  fails 
them,  and  from  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  are 
dull  and  fhipid. 

X  This  happens  two,  three,  four,  or  fix  days  be¬ 
fore  death. 
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tile  power.  They  are  often  afflitfed 
with  convulfions  of  the  arms,  legs,  and 
face,  and  fubfultus  tendinum.  One  cheek 
turns  red  and  hot,  while  the  other  is 
cold  and  white  j  the  lips  are  like  thofe 

of  one  lately  dead,  and  a  loofenefs  now 
Comes  on. 

The  eyes,  immediately  before  death 

are  frequently  inflamed,  and  the  patient 

fwallows  with  difficulty,  or  is  unable 
altogether.  '  - 

Refpiratioji  becomes  difficult  and  la¬ 
borious,  and,  between  expiration  and 
infpiration,  a  paufe,  called  by  the  anci¬ 
ents  refpiratio  rara,  frequently  happens, 

and  is  fucceeded  by  the  death  of  the 
patient. 

Upon  opening  the  head  a  pellucid 
watery  fluid,  to  the  quantity  from  two 
to  eight  ounces,  is  found  generally  be— 
low  the  corpus  callofum,  in  the  ventricles 
of  the  brain,  and  no  where  elfe. 

This  difeafe  feldom  attacks  children 
pefore  tjieir  firfl:  year. 
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During  the  firft  ftage,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  diftinguifh  this  difeafe  : 
but  when  we  meet  with  a  patient 
under  fixteen  years  of  age,  the  moft  di- 
ftinguifhing  fymptoms  are  the  follow¬ 
ing. 

The  fever  of  no  certain  type,  irregu^ 
lar  in  all  its  acceffions  or  remiflions, 
with  vomiting  once  or  twice  a  day,  or 
once  in  two  days,  an  averfion  to  light 
and  pain  above  the  eyelids,  or  on  the 
crown  of  the  head  :  when  thefe  fymp¬ 
toms  continue  longer  than  thofe  of  fe- 

f  *\  **  *  4  ✓  »  4  O  -  i  (  >  I  IjJ  f  -  •» 

vers,  and  do  not  yield  jto  repeated  vor-- 
mits,  gentle  purgatives,  orblifters,  then 
there  is  reafon  to  fufppdt  that  there  i$ 
water  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brayi, 
But  as  worms  and  other  diforejers  of  the 
ftomach  are  fometimes  attended  with 
moft  of  thefe  fymptpms,  \ye  are  often 
at  a  lofs  to  find  out  the  dropfy  of  the 
other  cavities  of  the  brain,  till  the  dif- 
eafe  arrives  at  its  fecond  ftage,  when 
the  pulfe  begins  to.  turn  flow  and  irre-r 
^ular  for  neither  in  worms,  flow  fe¬ 
vers, 
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vers,  or  difeafes  of  children,  arifing 
from  obftru&ed  glands  in  the  myfen- 
tery,  the  pulfe  is  flower  than  natural ; 
helides,  in  internal  dropfies  of  the  brain, 
the  flcin  is  hot,  which  is  feldom  the 
cafe  in  other  complaints,  attended  with 
no  fever.  The  difeafe  is  ftill  more  evi¬ 
dent,  when  the  Ji rabifmus,  delirium ,  co¬ 
ma,  together  with  a  dilatation  and  lofs 
of  motion  in  the  pupil,  are  prefent; 
when  the  pulfe  becomes  alfo  very 
quick,  from  being  flower  than  na¬ 
tural.  Flufhings  of  the  cheeks,  and 
convullions  frequently  fupervene. 

The  method  of  cure  hitherto  em¬ 
ployed  by  Dr.  Whyte  and  others,  is  the 
giving  of  evacuants,  fuch  as  purgatives 
of  jalap,  rhubarb,  calomel,  various  diu¬ 
retics,  blifters,  aromatic  fleams,  dry 
diet,  ftrong  chalybeat  waters,  and  fter- 
nutatories.  This  difeafe  has  always  hi¬ 
therto  proved  fatal ;  perhaps  from  the 
difficulty  of  attacking  it  in  its  firft  ftage; 
liowever,  as  the  fyptoms  are  now  well 

G  afcer- 
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afccrtained,  I  would  fuggeft  the  ufe  of 
the  oxymd  colchici  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  difeafe,  at  the  fame  time, 
not  neglecting  other  remedies  that  may 
be  thought  proper. 
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